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BATH-BRUNSWICK LABOR MARKET AREA 
Seasonal layoffs in contract construction, retail trade, and services contributed to a rise 
in the unemployment rate in the Bath-Brunswick Labor Market Area for the third 
con secutive month in January. Resident emrloyment dropp0d from 22,670 in December to 
22,080 in January, while total joblessness increased from 1,430 to 1,670. As a result, 
the unemployment rate rose from 5.9 percent in December to 7.0 percent in January. Last 
year at this time, 1,630 local residents were out of work, and the unemployment rate was 
6.7 percent. Despite the local rise in unemployment, the current unemployment rate of 
7.0 percent is much lower than the latest statewide rate of 9.4 percent and the national 
rate of 8. 8 percent. 
BIDDEFORD-SANFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
The Biddeford-Sanford Labor Market Area experienced a seasonal decline in economic 
conditions from December to January. Resident employment fel I from 31, 300 in December to 
29,600 in January, while the number unemployed rose 500 to 3,000. The resulting 
unemployment rate was 9.2 percent, above the rate of 7.4 percent recorded in December, 
but wel I below the rate of 11 . 8 percent registered a year ago. Employment losses were 
partially the result of seasonal drops in retail trade, government, and construction. 
Apparel and leather and leather products manufacturers also experienced layoffs. The 
January local unemployment rate of 9.2 percent was below the state rate of 9.4 percent 
and above the national rate of 8.8 percent. 
LEWISTON-AUBURN STANDARD METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
Traditional seasonal layoffs in contract construction and retail trade were mostly respon-
sible for increased unemployment in the Lewiston-Auburn SMSA in January. Total jobless-
ness in the area rose from 3,200 in December to 3,500 in January , while resident employ-
ment fel I from 35,900 to 34,500. The resulting local unemployment rate of 9.2 percent is 
up from I ast month's rate of 8. 2 percent, but compares favorably with I ast January's 
rate of 11.5 percent. Despite the temporary local seasonal setback, the current local 
unemployment rate is slightly below the corresponding state unemployment rate of 9.4 
percent. Over-the-month, local nonfarm wage and salary employment fel I by 700 jobs, 
with gains of 100 jobs each in paper and allied products; finance, insurance, and real 
estate; and services being more than offset by layoffs in wholesale and retail trade 
(-600), contract construction (-200), and durable goods manufacturing and transportation 
and public utilities (-100 jobs each). Lewiston-Auburn's total nonfarm wage and salary 
employment has increased by 1,000 jobs over the January 1983 level, with widespread 
gains in metals and machinery, food and kindred products, textiles, leather and leather 
products, and services. 
PORTLAND STANDARD METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL ~REA 
Following historical trends the unemployment rate in the Portland Standard Metropolitan 
Statistical Area rose from December to January. Resident employment fell from 95,900 in 
December to 92,400 in January, while the number unemployed rose 400 to 5,900. The 
resulting unemployment rate of 6.0 percent was wel I below both the state unemployment 
rate of 9.4 percent and the national rate of 8.8 percent. A year ago the local unemploy-
ment rate was 7.6 percent, and . 7,200 persons were jobless. ·. Total nonfarm wage and 
salary employment fell from 99,900 in December to 97,800 in January. Manufacturing 
employment dropped 200, with leather and leather products and metals and machinery 
each falling 100. Nonmanufacturing employment dropped 1,900. Seasonal losses of 500 
each occurred in trade, services, and government. Contract construction fel I by 300. 
RUMFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
The unemployment rate in the Rumford Labor Market Area rose for the third successive 
month in January. Resident employment declined from 18,700 in December to 17,820 in 
January, with layoffs in lumber and wood products, leather and leather products, and 
contract construct ion. Tota I unemp laymen t increased from 1, 690 in December to I, 940 in 
January. As a result, the local unemployment rate increased from 8.3 percent to 9.8 
percent. A year ago 2,510 local people were unemployed, and the unemployment rate was 
12.4 percent. Meanwhile, the state and national unemployment rates for January 1984 
stood at 9.4 percent and 8.8 percent, respectively. 
WATERVILLE LABOR MARKET AREA 
The employment situation worsened somewhat during January in the Waterville Labor 
Market Area. Resident emp l oyment evidenced a traditional decline, as it fel I from 20,380 
in December to 19,650 in January. During the same time, the number unemployed rose 
from 1,710 to 1,800. The resulting unemployment rate of 8.4 percent climbed above the 
rate of 7. 7 percent recorded in December but was wel I below the area's 10.1 percent 
unemployment rate of a year ago. The local rate was also below both the national rate 
of 8.8 percent and the state rate of 9.4 percent reported for January 1984. A year ago 
local resident employment was 19,660, while 2,200 were jobless. This January employment 
losses were evidenced in both manufacturing and nonmanufacturing sectors. Employment 
gains in apparel were not large enough to offset losses in food and kindred products and 
paper and al I ied products. 
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Seasonal increases in the number unemployed contributed to a rise in the unemployment 
rate in the Augusta Labor Market Area in January. Unemployment rose 540 to 2,590 in 
January, while employment fell from 27,580 in December to 26,010. The resulting 
unemployment rate of 9.1 percent was wel I above the 6.9 percent registered in December. 
Employment declines occurred in both the manufacturing and · nonmanufacturing sectors. 
Small employment gains in paper and allied products were offset by losses in leather and 
l eather products and metals and machinery. The area also sustained seasonal declines in 
contract construction, retail trade, and state and local government. A year ago the 
local unemployment rate was somewhat higher at 9.6 percent, and 2,760 local res i dents 
were jobless. Meanwhile, both the state and national unemployment rates 
January. Nationally, the unemployment rate rose to 8.8 percent from 8.0 
December , while Maine's unemployment rate 
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BANGOR-BREWER LABOR 
Resident employment in the Bangor-Brewer Labor Market Area declined from 40,700 in 
December to 38, 100 in January, wh i I e the number of unemployed edged downward from 
3,300 to 3,200. The resulting unemployment rate rose from 7.5 percent in December to 7.7 
percent in January. A year ago 3,900 residents were unemployed, and the unemployment 
rate stood at 9.2 percent. Employment in both manufacturing and nonmanufacturing 
evidenced declines in January. Manufacturing employment declined by approximately ISO. 
Employment gains in textile mill products, paper and allied products, and electric and 
electronic machinery were offset by losses in food and kindred products; petroleum and 
coal products; and stone, clay, and glass products. Seasonal declines 
construction, wholesale and retai I trade, and nondomestic services were responsible for a 
sharp drop in nonmanufactur i ng employment. 
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